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Charles Mackay : Memoirs of Extraordinary Popular Delusions and the Madness of Crowds, Volume 1  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Memoirs of Extraordinary 
Popular Delusions and the Madness of Crowds, Volume 1: 

A history of popular follies, the book chronicles its subjects in three parts: ldquo;National Delusionsrdquo;, 
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ldquo;Peculiar Folliesrdquo;, and ldquo;Philosophical Delusionsrdquo;. The subjects of Mackayrsquo;s debunking 
include economic bubbles, alchemy, crusades, witch-hunts, prophecies, fortune-telling, magnetisers (influence of 
imagination in curing disease), shape of hair and beard (influence of politics and religion on), murder through 
poisoning, haunted houses, popular follies of great cities, popular admiration of great thieves, duels, and relics.nbsp; 


