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Alison Hulme: On the Commodity Trail: The Journey of a Bargain Store Product from East to West before
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised On the Commodity Trail: The
Journey of aBargain Store Product from East to West:

Following the journey of eight bargain store objects, Alison Hulme reveals the complex story behind society's simplest


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B00SWZKQ2C

and cheapest commodities. Inspired by Walter Benjamin's Arcades Project, On the Commaodity Trail exploresthe
colourful and fascinating histories of everyday objects.Along the way, we observe raw materials on municipal rubbish
dumpsin China, newly re-made products in the world's largest wholesale market, and take a journey across the seas, to
bargain stores in Europe and North America, arriving finally in the homes of consumers. Weaving together narratives
from the people we meet at different parts of the commaodity chain ndash; waste peddlers, wholesalers, store owners,
and shoppers ndash; the book examines the places and people at the heart of these localized yet immense global
networks.Unlike other investigations of commodity chains, this study does not chart a straightforward trgjectory from
production to consumption. Instead, it demonstrates that the low-end commoadity chain is one of constant rupturein
which products are made and re-made, blurring the dividing line between producing and consuming.An ethnography
of material culture as well as an examination of commodity culture at atime of economic downturn, this deeply-
engrossing book makes a unique contribution to our understanding of commodity chains and consumer culture.



