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Kerry Cohen : Spent: Exposing Our Complicated Relationship with Shopping  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Spent: Exposing Our Complicated Relationship with 
Shopping: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Ummm.., can you get in touch with me please?By 
luluincognitoHello ...I'm very upset that when ordering I instantly ordered for a kindle. Which I don't own. No 
password required. One was required to order the paperback, which I wanted. Not a download for a kindle. What 
would be awesome is if you'd require a password or an order review for kindle like you do for EVERY OTHER 
PRODUCT. Or maybe just an easy way to get in touch? To get a refund maybe?That said, I'm very much looking 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B00L4FSV7Y


forward to reading an actual physical copy of this book, looks most interesting...0 of 0 people found the following 
review helpful. Smart, beautifully written essays.By JDThis a wonderful collection of essays that touch on 
consumerism and identity, relationships, love, and loss. A wide variety of approaches and writing styles make this a 
unique and pleasurable read, and the thoughtful treatments of life in contemporary capitalist, branded culture offer 
something for everyone. Of particular note is Moore's essay, an example of the very best creative nonfiction: 
beautifully crafted, subtle in both its humor and pathos, and catching something rather raw and lovely in inter-
generation relationships among women. I loved it.7 of 7 people found the following review helpful. Easy Come, Easy 
GoBy takingadayoffThere are about thirty short essays in this 250-page anthology. They are all by by women (Seal 
Press publishes books by and about women) and all but a few of the names were new to me. The pieces range from a 
humorous essay by Ophira Eisenberg about shopping for a suitable outfit to wear to a formal dinner with the President 
(and a few hundred other guests) to thoughtful essays about how shopping affects family relationships.Normally I skip 
around in anthologies, starting most of the entries and finishing about half. In this collection however, I read every 
essay all the way through, in order. Even though the essays all use shopping as their starting point, many were really 
about relationships, or mental states, or becoming parents or losing parents. It's surprising, and a little disturbing, that 
shopping should be such an important element in most of our lives, but it is. We shop for entertainment, for company, 
for distraction. We bond with others through shopping, we agonize over shopping, we shop to relieve depression. 
Whenever we start a new project or make a resolution, the first step is often to go shopping to acquire the right 
equipment. Just buying things makes us feel as though we are beginning to accomplish our goals.Inevitably, many of 
these ruminations about shopping are also about spending money and consuming. One of the essays that will probably 
stick with me is the one by Aryn Kyle, who received a half million dollar advance for her first novel. This was a huge 
windfall for her. It was alarming to learn how effortless it was for a previously frugal person to burn through half a mil 
and have nothing to show for it. I'll be looking for more of her writing.

In Spent, editor Kerry Cohen opens the closet doors wide to tales of womenrsquo;s true relationships with shopping, 
from humorous stories of love/hate relationships with the mall to heartbreaking tales of overspending to fix 
relationships. With a contributor list that includes notable female writers like Emily Chenoweth, Ophira Eisenberg, 
Allison Amend, and Aryn Kyle, the essays each shine light on the particular impact shopping has on all of us.Whether 
theyrsquo;re cleaning out closets of loved ones, hiding a shoplifting habit, trying out extreme couponing, dividing up 
family possessions, or buying a brand-new car while in labor, the bookrsquo;s contributors vacillate between 
convincing themselves to spend and struggling not to. This illuminating anthology links the effects shopping has on 
our emotions whether it fills us with guilt, happiness, resentment, or doubt our self-worth, and our relationships with 
parents, grandparents, lovers, children, and friends.

"Spent is dazzling. So smart. So funny. So relatable. The essays transcend shoppingthis is a book about life. Buy 
it."Chelsea Cain, New York Times bestselling author of Heartsick"Smart, funny, rueful, and honest, Spent is an 
indispensable shopping companion."Claire Dederer, bestselling author of Poser: My Life in 23 Yoga Poses"For 
anyone who has a complicated relationship with shopping (i.e. everyone), the pleasure of reading this profound and 
funny collection of essays is pure and absolute. No buyer's remorse or sticker shock. Satisfaction 100% 
guaranteed."Karen Karbo, author of The Gospel According to Coco Chanel[A] distinct and thoughtful work Readers 
who frequently and joyfully shop will be nodding along through many of the stories and recognizing and appreciating 
the heart and humor Recommended for shopping enthusiasts and those interested in the activityrsquo;s sociological, 
economical, and personal effects on our lives.rdquo;Library JournalThis collection of essays, memoirs, and nonfiction-
fiction reads like True Confessions, which, after all, is how shopping is perceived by many U.S. women Different 
voices, all plucked from professional writers, add power and polish to this anthology.rdquo;Booklist 


